
“The Sirens” -  James Russell Lowell 

Analysis Questions -  3 points each.   

Don’t forget to write in complete CUPPED sentences with the question stem included and with embedded text 

where necessary.  

 

1)  From what point of view and from whose perspective is this poem written?  What does this perspective 

reveal about what the speaker’s character and about the “you”? Support your answers with the text, please. 

2) What is the speaker’s central argument?  Identify a line or two which supports that this is the argument. 

3) Which of the three persuasive appeals is featured MOST prominently, and why do you say so? 

4) Please explain how the structure of the argument in this poem enhances the meaning of the work. As this 

poem is only one stanza, please pay special attention to the shifts, parallelism, punctuation, imperative 

structures, rhyming, and enjambment. 

5) Identify one example of figurative language and explain how that device contributes to the meaning of the 

work (enhances the argument). 

6) Identify one example of alliteration or consonance, and explain how that device contributes to the mood of 

the work. 

7) What does the word “solemnly” mean within the context of the poem and identify two words with line 

numbers which give you clues as to the meaning  of the word. 

8) If you were to read this poem as an allegory (symbolically straight through), what else is this poem really 

about that would relate archetypally to all mankind in any culture in any era? Explain your symbolic 

connections using the text. 

 

“The Sirens” -  James Russell Lowell 

Analysis Questions -  3 points each.   

Don’t forget to write in complete CUPPED sentences with the question stem included and with embedded text 

where necessary.  

 

1)  From what point of view and from whose perspective is this poem written?  What does this perspective 

reveal about what the speaker’s character and about the “you”? Support your answers with the text, please. 

2) What is the speaker’s central argument?  Identify a line or two which supports that this is the argument. 

3) Which of the three persuasive appeals is featured MOST prominently, and why do you say so? 

4) Please explain how the structure of the argument in this poem enhances the meaning of the work. As this 

poem is only one stanza, please pay special attention to the shifts, parallelism, punctuation, imperative 

structures, rhyming, and enjambment. 

5) Identify one example of figurative language and explain how that device contributes to the meaning of the 

work (enhances the argument). 

6) Identify one example of alliteration or consonance, and explain how that device contributes to the mood of 

the work. 

7) What does the word “solemnly” mean within the context of the poem and identify two words with line 

numbers which give you clues as to the meaning  of the word. 

8) If you were to read this poem as an allegory (symbolically straight through), what else is this poem really 

about that would relate archetypally to all mankind in any culture in any era? Explain your symbolic 

connections using the text. 

 


